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This study will explore the perspectives of Irish social care students in relation to the role and 

requirements of CORU registration and the implications for their profession and their 

professional practice.  CORU was established as Ireland’s multi profession regulator under 

The Health and Social Care Professionals Act (2005).  CORU is made up of the Health and 

Social Care Professionals Council, and Registration Boards for each of the professions 

(currently 15) named in the HSCP Act.  The Social Care Workers Registration Board 

(SCWB) was formed in March 2017 to undertake the required preparatory work to allow 

professional registration of qualified social care practitioners, currently scheduled to 

commence in 2020.  There is no research to date which addresses social care students’ 

knowledge, understanding and perspectives on what CORU registration will mean for 

individuals and the wider profession.  The input of social care students into the consultation 

process about the future of their profession would seem to be essential if the final agreed 

standards of proficiency and content of education and training programmes is to reflect and 

take on board the valuable insight and feedback from those currently undertaking 

professional training.   


